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IN DARK TIMES. 


Shewing what peaceable ſpirits 
they ſhould have under dark and unex- 
pected diſpenſations. 
SET FORTH | 
InaSERM ON Preached in the Ca- 


thedrall in & /ucefter, on the 35. of 
Adarch, I 6 4 ge | 


Being the Lords day, and the time of the 
publick Alsize. 
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TO MY 
CHRISTIAN FRIENDS 
AND READERS, SPECIALLY 

of the County of Gwuceſter. 


Ome of you, the ear-witneſles of what is 
here (with a little enlargement) preſented 
to your view , were pleaſed in a ſerious 
judgement to proteſt my obligation to publiſh 
thele notes, as they might be uſefull cowards the 
quicting and compoſing the ſpirits of the godly 
inche complaining times we live in; upon this 
xcount you have them; Now,on the contrary, 
ſome may fall a judging me for this attempt; but 
[ ſhallnot infift apon the preventing their ob- 
eftions, IfGod have the leaſt glory , and any 
loulhelpr forward in his bleſſed wayes, by what 
he hath here taught me, twill, wich men, abun- 
dantly bear down what ever prejudice or mil. 


priſon can raiſe. . 


is free and boundleflc,and then I ſhall only bep 
this prayer from him, that, To whom much j 
forgiven, he may love much : The Lord keep 
all his people waiting for him, and guidethen 
weak diſcourſe, and the prayer of 


Bowrton on the water, -  _Tomrs in the Lord Jem: 


26, Marc: 1650. 
eA.P. 


Onely.if any will ſay, What make I among F.2, 


the Prophets?Let him anſwer himlelf,thar grxe. | #57 


in ſtrait paths, which is the main import ofthis 
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THE SAINTS POSTURE 
IN DARK TIMES, 


ISa1AH Chap: 26: ver: 8. 


Jetin the way of thy judgements, O 
Lord, have we waited for thee,c, 


Y His Evangelicall Prophet having in the former 
| [EY Chapter declared the great, and bleſſed deliver- 
WI! [6N ances both ſpiricuall,8& temporall of Jeſus Chrilt 
74 P32 tohis people, the glorious propagation of the 
oY 2% 5 Goſpel,ver:6. of that chapter, Hi removing the face 
Nets of the covering, and the vail from off all people. v:7. The 
taking away the rebuke of bis people from off the face of the earti;: v: S, Hz 


His 
band refling upon the monntain of his people, and his enemies troden down 
wder bim: y: 10. At this chap: he hath compoſed a ſong for the 
Sintsand people of God, magnifying the ſtrength, proteCtion, 
andpreſence of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, aſcribing all the glory uns 
tohim; ſet forth indeed in a moſt ſweet and admirable holy elos 
quence as any Scripture we meet with. 

 lInthisletter theſe deliverances, for which this ſong and cx» 
altation of the Lord is calculated, may refer eicher' to that bur- 
den of the Moabites, deſcribed ſo full of woes, Chap: 15. and 16- 
Ttothatfamous deliverance by the hand of Cyrus, and fo this 
long may be conceived to be one of thoſe which the Babylonians 
0 ſharply taunted tem with in the. captivitie, S:ng ws one of your 
ſongs ofZim)Plal.137, this the chief of thoſe Songs. Bur as all that 
oealſef Jeſus Chriſt, and the Goſpel-times 3 ſo this is a 
long for any people ſaved by the Lord,when che times of Chriſts 
reefhings are neer, and ſoit may be more then conjeuied that 

*confummation of that glorious reſt of the Saints, ſer forth, 
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Revi22, 14. Blſſid aretheyth it baveright to the tree of life, ant 


enter in through ihe gates t3 the City,naiy Fer tothetwo kid verly 
of this chapter and Song. 

1. Bere then briefly you Ravethe Chure': fet forth in aw 
glorious metaphor , As a ſtrong Ciiy, God appriniing ſalvatin f 
bu/warks, ver: 1. 

2. The Cirizens;the Saints ent:Ing into it,defcribed by a my 
excellent charaRer. The righte,15 nation keeping truth. ver: 2, 

3. Theic moſtchoice and glorious priviiedge at the 3d: verle, 
Kept in perfeC peace. 

4. Their \ifting up of the name of the Lord as their eyerlal 
ing ltrength. v: 4. the rock of ages as che origina!!, 

5. The ſtrange revolutions and curnings of things uyfd: 
down, v: 5, 6. He bringeth down them that dwell an high ; andthe lif 
City, and the poore, the feet of the poore ſÞall tread 3 clown, 

At the 7th. their adoring the rizhteo tude of 59 in all hi 
wayes and diſpenſations,we have fey-rail : ed'ngs of that St 
pture, The way of the Juft is up>ightneſſe :V iu Juito reGriudiner, axtha 
moſt proper and genuine, thar is, The way of God to the jult is 
uprightnefſe, and thou weighel! the path of theuttzthou make 
itto appear to be an exaCtregular way of righteouſneſſe; And 
under a!l the varieties of his righteous diſpeni::1ions, they walt 
ed upon him in them: Tea 7n the way of thy judzements have we wat 
ed for thce, &Cc. 

In which words you have them minding themſelves of chat 
bleſſed poſture, and frame of ſpicic the Lord pu: rhem iato,under 
all his various dealings; We waited for thee 3 which with tis 
concext may be thus analyſed. 

Thine,and our enemies clarge thy wayss to de anxious, nr 
plicate, and irregular, and thence break forch and marmure,yt 
blaſpteme. Bat co us whoſe minds were Rayed oa thee,Cnmp/ard 
iam, thou cleareſt up all thy vayes, as bcaucitall and regular 
and we have w.ited up m thee, for thee, in cheat | 

Waence this plain,414 I hopz feaſonab': obf:rvation;s | 

That whenG1d walks in ſtrange and various Aiſpeni3'ions torpardi 
people, and towards his enemies, hu people are) wait gp himy gs 


for him. 


In the handling of which, I ſhall fict open thedaty, herd 
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andny theexcellency of this frame of ſpirit; lay down thegrcunds and 
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reaſons of the point 3 and {obring it down to the difpenſations 
weliveunder 3 Now tONKE GP Lis frame cf {; irit, you have 
theſe choice ing: calcntes 

1, Itis a poſture of re:yance and rowling upon God, making 


- him alone our rock, our falvation.cur deferce,cur refugezas you 


have David iweetly giving forth this part of it, Pal. 62. Are- 
nouncing of all other refuges whatſoever, no calling to Mgypr, 
or Aff ria for aid and ſuccour; but tirengthening themſelves in 
the rock of ages;and thence reaſoning themſelves into an affured 
(attic ; therefore we ſhall not be greatly moved, v: 2. of that Pſalm: 
aid we ſþall not be moved < v. 6. not moyed at all, as Davids taith 


there gers ground upon God, 


This is the venture, and reſclved recumbency upon the All. 
ſyfficiencie of Fehcvah, given torth in ſo mary clear ard ftedfaſt 
romifes, wherein he ffands recorded it] eunchangeab'e rock of 
bs peop'e, a refuge fromthe flioime, a ſhacew trcm the heat 
when the blaſt ot the terrible ones is againſt the wall, : 4. of the 
former Chaprer zand as «xce}}cntly given forth in that bottome 
'promiſe, The eternal! God 19 thy refuge, and underneath the everlaſting 
ame Dent.33.27.Now while the great God is fulfilling thoſe upon 
the face of the earth. in the beginnings of revenges upon his enemies, 
Dem.32.42. his right hand teaching him terrible things, and ap-= 
pearing the God-of his people, under all his various di(penſati- 
ons his people ſhall traſt in him at all times: Pſal. 64.8. they ſhall ill 
father.in their ſpirits, and anſwer all their fears, with this, we 
will waic upon him, who is our Rock, mighty and able to ſave. 
Thisis the firſt ingredicnc in this frame of ſpirit, tis to have our 
minds ſtayed upon God. 
"2, liga polture of ©XPe Qation 3 P[11.62.5. iy ſrul watt thou af 
on Go; )for my expe Cation z from him. A watching for God. PClal. 1 30.0, 
A ſanding ſtill io ſee the ſaivation of the Lord. Nor running before 
the Lord, not preſcribing unto him, or limiting him unto our 
Wayesor ſeaſons: laying aſide our own counſels, and inventions, 
and Walting forthe ccuntell of the moit wife God , having our 
tyes fxed,and cur expeation clear ana pure upon him. Though 
erarry yet tO wait tur him: Hab. 2.3, This theſecond ingredi- 
ntto make up this frame of (pitit, to have our cxpeRarion clear 
upon God, 3. Tis 
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 Reve 22, I 4. Bl. ſed are they th it bave right t0 the tree of life. and 2 


enter in through the gates t) the Gity,nay Tefer t9 tnetwo tid verſy 
of this chapter and Song, 

1. Here then briefly you kavethe Chnoe!s Cer forth in a ery 
olorious metaphor , 4s a ſtrang Ciiy, God appriniing Jatuation fr 
bul/warks, ver: 1. | | 

2. The Cirizens;the Saints ent!Ing into it,deſcribed by a ny 
excellent charaRer. The righte,14 nation keeping truth. ver: 2, 


3. Theic moſtchoice and glorious privitedge at the 3%: ya 


Kept in perfe@& peace. | 

4. Their \iftiag up of the name of the Lord as their eyerlah 
ing ſtrength. v: 4. the rock of ages as che origina!l. 

5. The ſtrange revolutions and rurnings of things plide 
down, v:5, 6. He bringeth down them that dwell nbigh ; andthe lif 
City, and the poore, the feet of the poore ſhall tread 3 down. 

At the 7th. their adoring the righteon(ctle of Sod in alt bi 
wayes and diſpenſations,we have feyerail : eadings of that 
pture, The way of the Juft #s up" ightneſſe :V iu Juitore@:iudines, athy 
moſt proper and genuine, thar is, The way of God to thejult i 
uprightnefle, and chou weighell the parh of the juit,thou makef 
itto appear to bean exaCtregular way of righteouſneſſe; ud 
under all the varieties of his righteous diſpeni::tions, they walt 
ed upon him in them: T eg 7 the way of thy judzements have wewnt 
ed for thce, &Cc. | 

In which words you have them minding themſelves of dt 
bleſſed poſture, and frame of ſpicic the Lord pu: rhem iato,unds 
all his various dealings; We waited for thee 3 which with. 
concext may be thus analyſed. | 

Thine, and our enzmies charge thy wayss to de anxious, 10: 
plicate, and irregular, and thence break forch and murmureya 
blaſpheme. Bat co us whoſe minds were Rtayed on thee,Cimpizns 
viam, thou cleareſt up all thy .vaycs, as beaucitall and regula 
and we have w.tted ap mm thee, for thee, in chemk » 

Waence this plain,and I hope ieaſonab': obſervation; | 

That whenG)4 4/35 in ſtrange and va'tors diſpen|a ions tomards ih 
people, and towards bus enemies, bu people ares) wait u1himy 2004s 
for him, | ; 

In the handling of which, 1fhall fictopentheduty, DO 
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theexcellency of this frame of ſpirit; lay down theprcunds and 


reaſons of the point 3 and ſo bring it down to the diſpenſations 
weliveunder 3 Now ro Mike wp tis frame cf {; irir, you have 
theſe choice ingrealente« 

1. [cis a polture of reiyance and rowling upon God, making 


- him alone our rock, our {alvation,cur deferce,cur refugezas you 


have David ſweetly giving forth this part of it, Pſal. 62. Are- 
nouncing of all other refuges whatſoever, no calling to Xgypr, 
or Aff;ria for aid and ſuccour ; but firengthening themſelves in 
the rock of ages;and thence reaſoning themſelves intoan affured 
(afetie ; therefore we ſhall not be greatly mcved, v: 2. of that Pſalm: 
ad we ball not be moved © v. 6. not moyed at all, as Davids taith 


there gers ground upon God, 


This is the venture, and reſclved recumbency upon the All. 
ſyfficiencie of Fehcvab, given torth in ſo mary clear and ſtedfaſt 
omifes, wherein he fiands recorded t] eunchangeable rock of 
bs yop'e, a refuge fromthe ſloime, a ſhadow trem the heat 


 whenthe blaſt of the terrible ones is againſt the wall, v:4. of the 


former Chaprer zand as «xce}Jently given forth in that bottome 
promiſe, The eternali God thy refuge, and underneath the everlaſting 
ame Deut.33.27.Now while the great God is fulfilling thoſeupon 
the face of the earth.in the beginnings of revenges upon his enemies, 
Dem.32.42. his right hand teaching him terrible things, and ap- 
pearing the Gad-of his people, under all his various diſpenſati- 
ons his people ſhall traſt in him at all times: Pſal. 64.8. they ſhall till 
ather.in their ſpirits, and anſwer all their fears, with this, we 
wil waic upon him, who is our Rock, mighty and able to ſave. 
This is the firſt ingredient in this frame ct ſpirit, tis to have our 
minds ſtayed upon God. 

2, Tiapolture of cxpeation 3 Pſal.62.5. My ſul wait thou up+ 
on God, for my expeClation 14 from him. A watching for God. Plal. 130.6. 
Aſtanding ſtz1] to ſee the ſaivation of the Lord. Not running before 
the Lord, not preſcribing unto him, or limiting him unto our 
Wayes or ſeaſons; laying afide our own counfels, and inventions, 
andwaiting forthe ccuntell of the molt wife God , having our 
Fes fixed, and our <xpeRtation clear and pure upon him. Though 

etarry.yet tO walt fur him: Hab. 2.3, Ihis theſecond ingredi- 


ntto make up this frame of {pitit, to have our expeRarion clear 
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3. Tis a poſture of ſ:bmitting unto the Lord putting ge C 
mouthes in thedutt, yece!ding unto him , even when he yrig | 


bicter things againſt us; when he pnts a cup of» trembling ing 
cur hands, humbling our ſelves, ui:der his mighty hand, Dyy, 
33-3. Tea be loved the people. And all his Saints are in thy baud, uf 
they ſate down at thy feet. At the feet of Gad, ſubmitting to thetg. 
chingsof God, and the outward diſpenſations of God, Fey 


reads, we waited,Suſtinuimm te, we have ſultiined God, we hay | - 


yeelded unto thee, we have nothing to plead againſt chee, ou 
lives,our all are in thy hand.And therforeglorific thy greatnd; 


rpon us a8 is good in thine own eyes. This the third thingya ſub» | 


miſſion unto God in his various diſpenſation. 

4. Not only a ſubmiſſion but higher, tis a poſture of contens 
tation; thou wilt keep him in perfe& peace whole mindeis ſtaied 
on thee, ver: 3. A compoſed contentednefle with all the wayezef 
God, that #v2wz, that tranquillity and clearnels of ſpirit which 
gives a man the poſſeſſion of his own foul; A ſpirit freed fron 
ceaſonings, frettings, complainings and contendings withGad, 
but fercht down, and ſubdued by the mighty working of God, 
to be contented wich all his various difpenſations and change, 
how crofle ſoever to our contrivements. This the 4, thing, A 
- contentednefſe under Gods diſpenſations. 

5. Yea farther. Fifthly, Tis a poſture of admiration; fo, 1 
25. 1. Thou art my God, I will exalt thee; I will praiſe thee, for thulu 
done wonderfall things; All the wayes of God are full of wonders, 
and he delights to have them ſought out of all chat fear him, to 
be admired in them. So Pſal.65. Praiſe waiteth for thee in Zion:kit 
people wait topraiſe,and admire him in all his dealingstoward 
them. I might inſtance in more particulars,burt theſetake inthe 
main of the duty ; Every grace of the ſpirit having its peculiar 
aRing to make up this harmony of a waiting poſture; Takethen 
then together. 

Thus to relye, to expe&; to ſubmit to, to be contented, toad 
mire,and magnifie the wiſe and holy God, in all his dark and 
various diſpenſations, is a covenant frame of ſpiric wheredy 
God entitles himſelf to any ſoul, toany people; tis, in a worhl0 
havethe Lord for our God. | 
Now having opened the duty it ſelf; the next thiog is to - 
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thepoint, and the grounds of it; That his people are thus to 
18 ing | wait UpOP him, tO exerciſe theſe graces, when God is in a way of 
various and ſecret diſpenfations towards chem. 


« Dey, 

id, ad [might ſhew yuu the people of God frequent in this b!cfſed 
bet | poſture, when God was making bare his arm unto them ; A Sc: j- 
Fo | prure or eEWOLtO clear it. See 2 Chron.20.12. O our God, wiltthou not © 
ehay | judge them * for we have no might againit thu great company that cometh 


4 Our gain#t us : neither know we what io do, what then ? why, oxur eyes are 
nd | upon thee, we wart upon thee. 
' "Thus when God walked in ſuch hidden paths to his people 
and Ry _ _ ſuch ſad depths, Lamext. 3.26. we [Ae 
| porwhattodo; the Prophet at Laff, in the name of the Church 
ajed | reſolves all theirlamentations, complaints, and Gokivgs ts 
this amv ſpirit; I: z good! that a man ſhould both hope, and quiet- 
rhich | 1h wait for the ſalvation of the Lord, In how man Plalms have 
- you David hs of himſelf and the Church, working bis 
od, | heart into this poſture : Pſal.62, 1. Truly my ſon! waiteth upon Gord 
God, | ornotwithſtanding , as the originall ; abruptly breakies forth 
ge, | fromthe reaſonings of his own ſpirit, and the apprehenitons of 
g A | thedepths he was in, Be it ſo, notwithſtanding my ſoul waiteth 
q = _ it ſhall crutt, and hope, and ſubmit, and be contented 
14, | withall his wayes. 
Fir, the ways: of God are ſecret wayes, theref 7 
; of ( yes, therefore his people © 6 
_—_ wait upon k.im in them. A way full of depths. See Ia. yn _— 
,0f 12 Fhohathmeaſicred the waters * or weighed the muuntains in a vas 
; , lace? $ owho hath taught him in the path of his judgements? that is,bo 
pn wef Wy counſel, who can fearch\ tem ont? He walks in the waters, 
b e | dhepath are inthe Sea, and biy footſteps are not known : Plal.77. 
_ "I agement; are a great depth. Pſal.36.6, As in the Pialms, fo you 
al wy many full and excellent Scriptures ſpeak to chis in the 
= of fob. Touching the Almighty, who can find him out* Why doeft - 
ad: thou ſtrive . h TEE 7 . . 
4 againſt him? for he giveth no account of bus matters. Job 33-13. 
- Andthispurs Pa! himſelf to his, oCz%;, Roms 11. 33. fomecimes 
J emaſksastous, antipodes to his promiles( although no pro- 
a roy but is reconcileable to a promiſe) tis hard to reconcile 
h = ences and promiſes, when he walks in fuch depths of 
wh om and judgemenc that his people cannot diſcern him , be 
#n0 footiteps behinde him 3 And in ſuch wayes he delights 
| B 7; 
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to walk in, that his pecple may waitforhim in them ; This the J 
firſt ; Gods way in his diſpenſations, is a ſecret way, thereforey - 


wait upon Him in them. 


2. Theway of God, though it be a fecret way full of involy. | 


tions, as tous; yet It Is an exact regular way of righteoulnefſe, 
mercy, and truth. Dez. 32.4. Hz works are ferfe&, and allhy wat 
are judgement. When Feremy would plead with God as to hi: judg: 
ment, f:r{t he layes down this as moli unquzſtionable, thatGol 
was righteous in them all: er: 12. 1. His wa)kings may ſeern to 
us ae crcfle paths thwartirg one with another ; yet take them 
together, and they are a'!l re&irudines, all conſpiring to a mol 
:egular, wiſe ard kco:y end 3 Though he walks in a cloud as: 
vs, yet he ſhines in the light of his own righteouſneſſe; let men 
finde our to themſelves what c:coked paths they pleaſe, asyuu 
way ſee Tſa. 49. 13. Tet God puts on righteouſneſſe # a breaft-plateand 
can uſe a crocked tool to biing about a regular work; God 
wicth-drawing his light, he is not bound to givezand ſoheleaves 
thecreature to his own wayes, and he orders a glorious endout 
of them : man through reaſonings, darknefſſe, unbelief of his 
heart ſces it not , yet ſtill his wayes are deliberately ordered, 
therefore his pecple to wait upon him in them; thats the ſecond 
ground. | 

3. When Gcd gives great mercies,when his hand isopen and 
ready to poure them torth, he puts his peopl2 in a walting p6- 
ſture for ſuch mercies. Sec Tjz, 3o. 18. Therefore will the Lord wait 
that he may be gracious unto yew, a::d therefore will he be exalted that be 
may have mercy #pen you © for the Lord 14 a God of judgement. Blefedare 
all they that wait for him. So you have the Church moving him 
to be gracious upon this account: 1/a.33-2. O Lord, be gractow un 
1, wwe have waited for thee * yea the molt gloiious promite that cur 
eyes are vpon, hath in irs fulfilling reſp«& unto thy poſture: [6 
49-23. And kings ſpal be thy nurſing fathers,and ; heir queens thy nurſing 
mothers : they ſhall bow down to thee with their face rowards the earthy 
and lick ap the du$t of thy feet , and thou ſhalt know that T am the Lord: 
for they ſhall not be aſhamed that wait for me. It may be more then 
gueſt, what deſigne God hath towards his people, by the poſture 
they arein. He raiſeth up the ſpirics of his people to an expc(ta» 
tion of the mercy he giycs; This might be abundant)y _—_ 
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L. F 4d by the experiences of Gods people, had I time to fhew it. 


4, God reveals great ſecrets to thoſe who wait upon him, and 
© him ;this another ſpecia!! ground of the point. There is no- 


| thing but I will make known to my ſervants che Prophets. 


Artheeye of the handmaid, &c. Pſal, 123. The ſervant thac waits 
doſely and diligently on his maſter, knows much of his maſters 
mind and ſecrets 3 So the ſoul that waits cloſely upon God, 
Lows :nuch of the minde of God. Many a precious ſecret hath 
ifovl; that truly waits for him. 

Arabam was an humbleman, that had much converſe with 
Goc,and he revealed that great ſecret of deſtroying Sodome and 
Gomorrah unto him. | 

1. Hereveals dire&ing ſecrets unto his people, in the 2 Chrox. 
18. good 4icaiah, who waited humbly, and cloſely upon God, 
had a ſecret revealed unto him, that Ahab, it he went up to Ra- 
moth: Gilead, he ſhould fall, and periſh in it. When chere were 
foure uindred of the moſt eminent formall prophets ofthe land 
adviſed him to go up, and God would deliver it into the Kings hand, 
1:10. Soin that folemne waiting upon God, Chap. 20. of that 
book, when they were enquiring a right way of God, Fahaxzie! 
tidaſecret that the people ſhould go up and proſper: for God was with 
tem. When his people are in great firaits, and brought into lowe 
depths,then chey wait for him, and are guided by his counſel]; 
Atheir eyes upon him, ſo his eye upon them allo to guide them 
nalltheir wayes: | 

2. Ne reveals firengthning, refreſhing ſecrets to thoſe that 
wait for him; P al. 27. 14. Wait on the Lord, and he ſhall ftrengthen 
tine heart. So another choice Scripture to this, T/z. 40. laſt. Bzzt 
9 that wait on the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength : they ſhall mount up 
mb wings 8 eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, and they ſhall walk, 
adwt be faint. To omit many curious glofſes of ſome of the Fu- 
hers wpon this Scripture, this | take to be the impore of it; the 
lagfes dolooſe their feathers, and renew them, and fo are (aid 
queraſcereto wax young again;ſo the people of God under many 

tings and finkings of ſpirit, when God walks in a cloud to- 

Nirds them, they renew their firengch by waiting upon God, 

Maweary, and fainting by inward diſtreſſes of ipiric, and the 

udations and oppreſſions of enemies. yo the Lord c— 
2 wit 
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kim. Thus Davzd, P/al. 130.1. Out of the depths bavel crjed untotly 


0 Lord. Bur whar re-ieved him jn theſe depths, he would wi | 


upon his God, I wait for the Lord, my ſonl deth wait, my (ul wi 
for the Lord: ver. 5,6. as he is there working and compoting tj 
ſpirit to that quieted poſture. In a word, that infinite good Gy 
that reveals the greatelt ſecret that ever was in heaven to hi 
freinds, the ſecret of the Covenant of his grace. Pſal. 25.14, a 
Job. 1 5+15: T have called you freinds, for allthat T have heard of mt, 
ther T have made known unto you. He, I ſay, that reveals that ſec 
co a ſoul, will not deny any direCting , ſtrengthning, refreſhing 
ſecret that is fit for that ſoul to receive. | 

This is the 4th ground, Cod reveals great ſecrets tothoſethat 
wait for him. 

5: It is of bleſſed example to all that fear God, ic puts an &- 
cellency and beauty upon godlinefle. This uſe David makes ofit, 
P)3l.52. 9. I will wait on thy name, for it # good before thy Saint, | 


, is good and comely before the Saints of God, to wait upon, to 


truſt, toexpeA, to ſubmit,to be contented with Gods wayez; 
thats the 5'h. thing,the people of God encourage one anotherin 
keeping clole unto God, by waiting on him. 

6. The Lords ſtay is not long to thoſe who wait for him. Se 
ver. 20. of the Chap: of my text: Come my people, erter thou into th 
chambers, and ſhut thy doors about thee: hide thy ſelf but for a little mi 
ment, &c. So Tſz 54.7,8. for a ſmall moment, 8&c. And in a Iittk 
wrath.&c. The ready way to keep God off,is to murmure again 
his abſence ; but quiecly co waic for him, is to bring him dom 
with great mercies, and everlaſting kindneſſes, as that Scripture. Thi 
the lait ground I ſhall propoſe to back the Argument Iam vp 
his tay inno condition or ſtrait to his people is long,thereforet 
wait for him. ; 

Thus havelendeavoured to lay before you the nature, exten, 


. and exceliency of this frame of ſpiric of waiting upon Godwil 


the grounds and reaſons of the duty. Now I ſhall endeavour® 
meet wich ſuch evils that oppoſe this frame of ſpirit,and to dra 
forth ſuch ſeaſonablelefſons, as may help in the praQice of thit 
duty- ; 


I. If ſuch a preticus duty be incumbent upon all the prope! 
) 


with a refreſhing ſecret, to bear yp their ſpirits in waiting pon "6 


FT 
. 


T- Godthus to wait upon him under his various diſpenſations 5 it- 
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then meets with toure great and abounding evils too rife among 
1g 1, Negle&ing the diſpenſaions of God. 2. Miſapplying them. 


3 Murmurlog againſt them. 4. Our preſcribings to God. 


1. Negle&ing, regardlefly {lighting the ftrange, and various 
judgements and dealings of God with us. Theſe you have deſcri- 
hed at the 10+ 11. and I2. verſes of the chap. of my text, when 
the judgements of God are iz the earth, they will not learn righteou/® 
wſe, neither the righteouſneſſe of God in the world, nor righte- 
ouſneſſe for themiel ves. 

That will wot behold the 1dajeſty of the Lord, breaking forth 
the glory of his judgements in the world : That when hu hind is 
lified up, they will not ſee; they will not, they will nor, denoting 
even an atter obſtinacy, and obdurateneſle of ſpirir, hardening 
their faces againit the mighty God. I might give many Scrip- 
tures todiſcover the wretched condition of ſuch, need I more 
thea what is ſaid of them 2: £4. They are dead, they ſpall not live; 
Though yet living, yet but as dead men in Gods account ; they 
aredeceaſed, they ſhall not riſe; riſe no more,but vilited,deſtroy- 
ed, and al] their memory perith. 

Are there not mulcicudes, multitudes to befound (much to be 
feared) even given up to ſuch a deep ſleep, ſuch a ſence!effe, fu- 
pid obduration of heart, while God is powring forth his vials 
upon them. 

What heart in any meaſure affe&ed with the honour of the 


great God, can chooſe but be altoniſhed, and tremble to hear 


andobſerve their Atheiiticall darings of God, braving it out 
againſt him, and zoo many, alas, of the gallaniry of our Nation, 
Uthey tile themſelves, men, as to a preſent diſcerning,rcfolved 
upon the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon, and will venture for erer- 
Mity : that give not themſelves the leafure to conſider where they 
are, torefle& upon themſelves, but pale from one dark delight 
t0another,to tifle naturall conſcience, and to drown themſely es 
ntheir luſts, that the fear of an avenging God may not ſejze 
upan them. Ah, oh fearletſe ſouls ! ſeek ye out of the book of the 
Lird, and read, 1ſa. 34.16. what vials of wrath are there ftored up, 
and are now began co be powred forth ; now the indignation of 
theLord is upon all nations, now he is come forth of þis place, #0 
puniſf 
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theday of Gods viſitation? what will you plead tothe dreidfy 
God? oh, fall down at his feet, and vific him, while he js viliting 
you, leaſt he tear you peices, and there be none t9 deliver; Thele an 
yet ſo far from having any thing todo with the duty of thetey, 
that tis but a derifion with them ; this the firit ching utcerly 
pugnant to the leſſon in hand. 

2. It meets with our miſapplying th: judgements and diſpen- 
ſations of God, when the enemies of Goa, and his people fu 
ſeem to leanupon the Lord, Is not the L5rd amongſt us? Micha 3.11.Yu 
many that tear God have ſure been too bulte here, too bufie with 
the ſanCuary of God, with the ſecrets of his counlel!,the depths 
of his walkings towards us; If we would terve providence ine 
tentionally and regularly, it muſt be in Gods way , ſatable to 
his revealed will ; but when God walksin the waters, there we 
cannot follow him : we can cnely ſtand till, and admire hin, 
and wait upon him. Though the depths of providencearetohe 
wiſely confidered of, God, I ſay, tobe admired in them, yet not 
tO be too bulie in unwarrantablepryings into,and determining 
of his counſell, and ſo miſapplying his glorious diſpenſaciong, 

Thus, we ſhould attend upon the Lord with leffe diftraQtion, 

we ſhould be more ſteady in our waies,then weare,yea we ſhould 
more comfortably wait upon our God, then we do. This the 
ſecond. 

3. It meets with our murmarings againſt the ſtrange and va 
rious diſpenſations of God, our repinings, reaſonings,zltuations 
of ſpiric, againſt his ſecret wayes, ſome of a higher naturetobe 
Joyned with the former rank of men , growing up to an Atheiſti 
call accufing the very righteouſneffe of God , in his permiſſive 
ordering providence in the great revolutions that we have been 
under. But Ileave ſach co what I have ſaid before. Iſhill (peak 
to theſe lefler mixtures of theſe murmurings, even wich thoſe 
that fear God ; Murmuring hath like a feccec canker , even eat 
out of the fpirics of many this ſubmiſſive contented waiting op* 
on God ; how rite and abounding thee are, our own mouths 
cuſe us one to anscher. This is a very great diſtemper of ſpirit 
amongſt us; oh what intemperate ( to fay no more) Op 
reaſons 


Puniſh the inhabitants of the earth: ver: the laſt of the Chap. of " 4 
text. When no place for your exceſſe of riot, what will youdojz | 
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{ ings, mpatient frettings againſt the preſent diſpenſations 
| of God towards us; and truly theſe do nor terminate upon men, 


break through men, and ere you are aware, fall foule upon 
bo etmſelf See Exod: 16.8. | i 

Give me leave, I beieech you, a little to argue with you; What 
if there are ſtrange turnings of things upſide down,the Lord ſtain- 
ing the pride of al the glory of the Nation, whoſe glorious beauty 14 as a fa- 
ding fower ? 1/a. 28, 1. Wh: if the wayes of God be full of itcaics 
:nthe hands of men, can3c.verraced by you? yea more, what 
ifyou ſay you cannot reconcile the exa@ righteouſneſſe of God, 
tothecrooked paths of men? will you thence fret, and murmure, 
and charge God fooliſhly ? Let me be bold tote!l you, you dono 
better, by the impatient comp!ainrs you are ſtil] powring forth; 
et me ask you ; 1s not every dilpenſation regular as to God, and 
wiſely ordered by his counlell? why then do you not ſubmit with 
contentation of ſpirit unto the Lord, laying your mouths in che 
dult, juſtifying him with filence , but thus countend with God? 
for the Judge of all the world, cannot bur do juſily. 

Yet further, Iitall be more cloſe with you ; whats become of 
your tears and prayers that you mingled, and b:cathed:up to 
heaven inthe dayes of your hardſhip? whats become of the fre- 
quent renewings your {trength in the Lord ? Yea whats become 
of the magnified experiences of the preſence of a gratious God 
with you? crying, let this God be our God even unto death; muit 
all theſe be cancelled and remembred no more; be all loii and 
niſpent, becauſe the Lord waiks not in ſuch wayes that you 
would preſcribe him, anſwers not your expeRations? 

Yea what lookings back unto Agypt, and withing our (elves 
there again, becauſe we are kept ſolong in the wilderneſſe , and 
mect with ſo many dive: ftons we expeed not? 

Lafily, whats become of your ancient zeal forthe Lord Chriſt, 
bisGoſyel, ordinances, and people? which was (© freſh and live- 
ly, when you firſt vowed and profeſſed your ſelves to be the 


; Lordspeople? what faintings and fligg.ings to be found with 
 luch, whoſe zeal for the Lord of holts was uſed to warm the 
| teartsand affe&ions of others; even to a giving up of the work 

ot the Lord ? Is this to wait upon our God ? to have our expect” 


ons lively and pure vpon him? cruly, tis no moce,nor leficv, then 
to 


4 
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becauſe we cannot diſcern nor finde out the depths of his waye, 
Were the inlide of our muarmurings opened, they would begii' 
covered to haveall theſe mixcures in them; oh what have we# 
by theſe repinings? how are they gone up Iitea cloud,and eclipſe 
the light and beanty of the wayes of God from us? yea how ar 
they like tokeepus in che wilderneſſe, we deing now at the w, 
ters of Aarah,and that none of us, who came out of AXzypr, hay 
ever ſce the Canaan we expet? Wearenow indzed juſt in the 
conditiqn as the people of God, ſer forth in P/al. 106, a'l thoſ 
wildernefſe proyocations to be charged on us ; ſoon forgetting t 
works of God, and not waiting for his counſell. v. 13, 14. Þ rovoking bin 
with our inventions: v.29. Going ill with Miſes for our ſakeryv.32, Th 
we have followed our own counſels and inven;ions, and have 
not waited for the counſell of the Lord And this leads metothe 
4th. evil, which is to be reprooved; our preicribings to God; the 
next thing. 

How buſie hath every one been, and now is, to preſcribe to 
God in his dealings towardsus, even to mend every dilpenſq- 
tion of God; it had been better thus, or twere better : has; [snot 
this to limit the holy one of Iſrael, ro prefcribe ro bim? Oh, how 
full of theſe inventions are we? As if we were to fit in counſell 
with the great God, or as it Gcd were togive an account of his 
wayes tous; plainly, every one, almolt, hath a Church and State 
inthis head; and if his way take not, ali?s loft. Thus what do 


we, but even call into queſtion the government and ſoveraignty - 


of God in the world, we would be inſtru&ors of God, or indeed 
God's to our ſelves. And now let medemand of you, a8 inthe 
preſence of God, the diſcerner of all our hearts, whether alltheſe 
evils may not in a great meaſure be charged upon us this day? 
and arenot as a cjoud wicneffes againſt us? andthentell me,is 
not chis the way to kindle the wrath of the Lord againk his 
people, and to prov- &: him to abhor his own inheritance, 2-40 
of Pſzl. 106. Oh, ia a word, Is this to have our cruſt, our expelte- 
tion, our ſubmifſ »11, our cor-tentation, our admiration towards 
our molt ite ;nd gracious God? Is this all the fraic of his omn 
ingus his inhericance, ad our owning and atteſting himyinthe 
face of all the worid, co be our God for eyer? Surely ow Fur 
| 00 
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ro live uUFon Gcd no longer ; not to wait upon him any longs: F 


3-8-4 -3-h S--S-L-* 


a5 9 SI3SST77 02 


a-Cy =@©= :xH= 


» aff x 
ET ITT Eh i oo 4 
x a AS” PR Sond 


FT. looked for other things at our hands. 


Thus | have endeavoured to ſet before you the evils that ear 
cuttheheart and life of this grace, and duty of waiting upon 
God, and ſhall leave you to the ſearching and proving your own 
hearts and wayes, and to bring them to the great refiner Jeſts 
Chrif, thatthey may be purged away ; And indeed were all of 
us 23 bufieabout the depths of ourown hearts, as we are abour 
depths that are beyond, and above us, we ſhould ſee more of the 

ey of God in all his diſpenſations then we do,the Lord would 
moredclight in us, to reveal himſelf unto us. 

That which remains then will be an Exhortation, backt with 
ſome few direQions, that may help us in the excerciſe and fra* 
ming ourſpicits to the gracious poſture of waiting upon him. 
Let us, as hath been ſhewed,be convinced of all the evils that op= 
poſe ic, that they bring a great deformity upon a Chriſtian, and 
confider what a luſtre and beauty this grace adorns our profeſ- 
fon with; how ſutable to the ſoveraginty of the Lord, and to the 
aperiences we have had of him; and fo laying our felyes hum- 


bly and compoſedly at his footitool , quietly waiting that he 


may be gracious unto us, I ſhall humbly offer ſome brief dire- 
dons, and ſo leave It to the Lord to work ic upon your ſpirits. 

I, What ever the wayes of men appear to you to be, look be- 
yondthemyflay not in them ; hence iffueth much of our difquiet- 
nefſe, that we look not beyond Inftrumenes; but lifcing up our 
eyes upon him, let us fall a juſtifying the righteous God, what 
exrthe paths of men are; Trne and righteous are thy judgements, is 
thehallelojah of heaven, when the vials are powring forth, and 
þ it ould be the return of the Saints onearth 3 let men do 
watthey will, they do nothing but in Gods hapd,chough their 
ends daruncrofſe unto his; this the firlt. 

2. Letusnotalwayes go aboutto bring down Godto us, I 
man the heights and depths of Gad to our reaſonings ; this is 
itthatlooſeth ws. before we are aware , and makes us at ſuch 
loffe with God; tis Cafer to ſay with David, Such knowledge 14 100 

for me, Icanet attain it : Beware of being too bufie with 
theſanftuary of God, tis the way to make him walk at a greater 
Gitance from us. 

3Let us be Qill a caſting either way as to cyents, and be con- 

| 'S tented 


ſure; So David, 2 Sam. 15. 26. If thus, or thus, here am I; as tha 
"Mr. V ;zes. Scripture is excellently opened by * one whoſe praiſe is in th 
Goſpel; ifhe make us an ark of ſafetie, honour, glory, and priſe 


ter the wheat and the chafic together over the face of theeanh 
there we are; we ſhall be ready tojJuſtifie God in all he ſhall brine 
UPON Us- 

4. To behumbleand diligent in enquiring a right way of 
God, now things are difficult before us, and full of firaits; w 
had need cloſely to wait upon him, for direCing 8& ſirengthnin 
ſecrets, that we may keep hs way; The truth is, the diſtance tha 
the godly, keep at, and the ſeverall wayes we purſue, doſafici 
ently witnes againſt us, that we have not been a waiting peopl, 
elſe we fhould ſure have had ſuch communications of the cour- 
ſell of the Lord, that ſhould have kept us, at leaſt, in loye and 
peace; there would be no ſuch waters of Marah croubling, and 
over: flowing our ſpirits; the diviſions of Rexber would not be fo 
great; oh that the Lord by me would ſer ſomething home upon 
your ſpirits, that might quicken you to this diligent enquiring a 

right way of Ged; that we go not into crooked paths, nottogo 
aſide from the revealed rule; but waiting upon God, we may fil 
keep his way. Pſal. 37. 34- 

5- Toconſider the abſolute ſoveraignty and independenci 
of God ; this will keep down our ſpirits from riſing up agaiul 
him; you have David(on whoſe ſpirit the beauty of this grace 
ſhines forth almoſt in every Pſalm) much in this contemplation, 
when he was at a Icfſe; God hath ſpoken once, twice havel heard th 
that all power belongs unto God. Pſal-62.11. Be till, and know that! 
am God ; I was dun be, Iopened not my mouth , becauſe tho 
didit it : He had heard and conſidered fo, that all power belong: 
ed unto God, therefore, ſtil}, dumbe, not opening his mouth 31% 
a word to ſay, againſt Gods diſpenlations : ſo mighily wat I 
Over- awed with the {overaignty of the Lord. 

6. To be much in contemplation of the wiſdewe © Cod, 
there is thc light and glory of his witdecm, even in a chaos 41 


confuſion of things as we apprehend them, could we m_ - 
: | £vel 


tented that God may glorife himſelf upon us, as is his Own "hy ; 


waiteth for him; but if he ſhall come with a full winde, and. | i 
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yerall motions and concamerations, their ſeverall orderings 
3 


ind their end in which they c 
exceeding proudly, let not pac erage = Sam-2.3. Talkno more ſo 
"a Gi 4 of know le age, __ 4 by ' 008 - f" "Bag H of y _ mouth : for the Lord 
conſiderate ſoever men may be in hes - -—_ baſtie and 
him _ very ations are wiſely weighed, n{ations, yet by 
\ To concentre, an : : 
Ea verio Ih s ; nay ron - - oar wandring diſcuſſions | 
the Lord are both engaged co —_ _ Pant pl and wiſdom of 
and love for his people, to all that th way ot mercy, goodneſs 
= in? whes?s wectatibon us wait upon him ; may we 
kard thoughts of him, and be oil enant with God , and have' 
eorkdence? weigh ther Scriptur _— againſt his methods of 
that T have not done without _ I. zek.14.v: laſt: Tow ſhall know 
 ewke a5 vents tes * all that T have done init. Oh could 
that God hath not done wichour cauf ich 4 wana 
that hehad weigh 9 ALL LNAL 18 CONE UPON Us3 
Sralarlone _ oy _ _ = his various and zmexpeted 
womiſes upon us. 5 order to the fulfilling of excellent 
And now, to c ir 
al weld hi grace theexeefglrivewpon alles 
ear God; A . : Aerlve Pon all that 
ſet us at pi emo dilence doch the WERE 
where ever we tread. Oh hw —_— We nav zo do: wetear a ſnare 
will bring down the Lord to deli roger inthe world but this 
ae has ne = ight and dwell with us, tomake 
- pairrrfaper Hr rder wig eta o—aanbor 
him whereever he ſhall "rg cron poſture, and willing to follow 
Th eſpiri : Fn” 
for er Cod _— —_ = he Nation who have owned the Lord 
owthinge,res y for oy erent aſpes, ſome for great and glori= 
to ling the fong of then _ py qe even full of expeQtacion 
end God 4 appointing ſal no - _— text, We have a ſtrong Chy, 
mention you in fk aiſtin& fr ene ON On 
through another fire : —_ charaters) that we are like to paſle 
Idare not calcul a2 —s age nraghs” cm 
Sr "am the ſecret diſpenſations we lye under,but, 
God will (orc s that are at preſent upon us, furely the holy 
| ome way or other purge out, in {ome meaſure; the ſelf 
ſeckinge, 


" ſerkings, heart barnings, animoficies, murmurtagy, r6@f 
he will bring as into ſtrait paths, and raife up our ſpirits! 
ta wait for the mercies he will give forth , as hath beepf 
Whit ever the Lord hath todo upon us (now he is cone 

| hisplace, ſurely to bring abour 2 work , a ſtrange work: Jz4 
I fay, what ever.it be, twill be onr wiſedome to have our), 

irt, and ourlamps burning. Which is the waiting poſt 
orels by our blefſed Lord in the Goſpe!, ftrengthned inthehh 


and ſhining in the beautie of holines; that we n1.y enter; 
zeous nation keeping truth, with our minds ſtayed upon bims\ id 
him our everlaſting ſtrength, having quietly and conteaf 
waiced for him ; and then we ſhall fing, Lo this 5 our G-4jw 
rated far bim, and he willſave ws: This the Lord, we han o 
for him, we will rejoyce, and be glad in bu ſalvation. Ifa, 25, 9.% 


